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Question of the Situation in Ukraine 
CURRENT AS OF 7th MARCH 2022 

 

Introduction 

A protracted eight year conflict, beginning in 2014 where Crimea and the Donbas region 

were taken over by Russian and pro-Russian separatist groups, escalated on 24th February 

2022, when the Russian Federation launched a ‘special military operation’ amounting to a 

full scale invasion of Ukraine. Following several failed attempts to what experts described 

of a ‘Blitzkrieg’ of Kyiv, Russian forces have made steady gains in the south of the 

country, capturing and occupying cities. Russia has demanded that NATO troops are 

withdrawn from Eastern Europe as well as the further expansion of NATO being halted. As 

international media coverage of the war drags on, humanitarian concerns have become 

increasingly in the spotlight. The Crisis committee needs to act to find a solution to this 

catastrophe and preserve the credibility of the UN as a international arbiter. 

 

Definitions: 

DPR – the Donetsk Peoples’ Republic, founded by rebels in 2014 with Russian military 

support, occupying large portions of Donetsk region in Eastern Ukraine 

LPR – the Luhansk Peoples’ Republic, founded by rebels in 2014 with Russian military 

support, occupying large portions of Luhansk region in Eastern Ukraine 

Union State – a political project that has existed since 1993, advocating for the eventual 

reunification of post-Soviet nations. Currently only Belarus and Russia are members. 

National self-determination – a vital right under the UN charter, the ability for a people or 

nation to determine their own future 

Appeasement – the policy of making concessions to an aggressive power in order to avoid 

conflict. 

 

Background 

Following the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991, Ukraine and Russia continued to 

retain close ties. In 1994, Ukraine agreed to abandon its nuclear arsenal (the third largest 

in the world) and signed the Budapest Memorandum on Security Assurances on the 

condition that Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States would issue an assurance 

against threats or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of 

Ukraine. 

Five years later, Russia was one of the signatories of the Charter for European Security, 

where it "reaffirmed the inherent right of each and every participating State to be free to 

choose or change its security arrangements, including treaties of alliance, as they evolve". 

Despite being a recognized independent country since 1991, as a former USSR constituent 
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republic, Ukraine had been perceived by the leadership of Russia as being part of its 

sphere of influence. 

In 2008, Russian President Vladimir Putin spoke out against Ukraine's membership in NATO. 

In 2009, Romanian analyst Iulian Chifu and his co-authors opined that in regard to Ukraine, 

Russia has pursued an updated version of the Brezhnev Doctrine, which dictates that the 

sovereignty of Ukraine cannot be larger than that of the Warsaw Pact's member states 

prior to the collapse of the Soviet sphere of influence during the late-1980s and early-

1990s. This view is built upon the premise that Russia's actions to placate the West in the 

early 1990s should have been met with reciprocity from the West, without NATO expansion 

along Russia's border. 

Following weeks of protests as part of the Euromaidan movement (2013–2014), pro-Russian 

Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych and the leaders of the Ukrainian parliamentary 

opposition on 21 February 2014 signed settlement agreement that called for an early 

election. The following day, Yanukovych fled from Kyiv ahead of an impeachment vote 

that stripped him of his powers as president. Russia subsequently moved troops into 

Donetsk and Luhansk regions, establishing the unrecognised Luhansk and Donetsk Peoples’ 

Republics on Ukrainian soil. 

In July 2021, Putin published an essay titled On the Historical Unity of Russians and 

Ukrainians, in which he re-affirmed his view that Russians and Ukrainians were "one 

people". American historian Timothy Snyder described Putin's ideas as imperialism. British 

journalist Edward Lucas described it as historical revisionism, yet these provide further 

insight to the motivation of the Kremlin in its invasion. 

 

Key issues 

The Humanitarian Crisis in Ukraine 

The military offensive in Ukraine has caused destruction of civilian infrastructure and 

civilian casualties and has forced people to flee their homes seeking safety, protection 

and assistance. In the first week, more than a million refugees from Ukraine crossed 

borders into neighbouring countries, and many more are on the move both inside and 

outside the country. They are in need of protection and support. As the situation 

continues to unfold, an estimated 4 million people may flee Ukraine. This would be the 

largest war-related mass migration since the Balkan Wars of the 1990s. As of March 2, at 

least 249 civilians have died and 553 have been injured, though the actual figures are 

likely to be much higher 

Many Russian attacks have hit highly populated areas, causing civilians to seek refuge in 

subway stations and leaving hundreds of thousands without electricity, water, or basic 

supplies. Experts also worry about Russia’s increasing reliance on artillery, cluster 

munitions, rockets, and other weapons that can devastate civilian areas, including in the 

major cities of Chernihiv, Kharkiv, Kyiv, and Mariupol. They say this escalation will likely 

lead to greater civilian casualties and infrastructure damage.  

Meanwhile, COVID-19 transmission remains high in the country and only about 36 percent 

of Ukrainians are fully vaccinated against the disease. With the country’s health services 

already stretched thin, accessing treatment will be increasingly difficult.   

National Self-Determination 
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The existence of a separate Ukrainian identity has been spoken about by historians much 

before the nation-and-state building of Russia. However, since the collapse of the 

erstwhile Soviet Union in 1991, Ukraine has been a sovereign, independent country. By 

virtue of this, Kyiv is entitled to decide its own future—including which treaties it joins, 

and which organisations it chooses to be a member of. Ukraine, for its part, has been 

working towards a NATO membership for long. Kyiv has had a partnership with NATO since 

1992, and in 1997 a Ukraine-NATO Commission was established to provide a forum to 

discuss security concerns. Becoming a part of NATO has also found expression in Ukraine’s 

policy goals when it adopted a national security strategy in 2021, which aimed to further 

develop its partnership with NATO. 

Russia is obligated to refrain from the use or the threat of the use of force under Article 

2(4) of the UN Charter, as well as the Budapest Memorandum signed in 1994. In the 1994 

Memorandum, Moscow pledged to “refrain from the threat or use of force” against Ukraine 

in exchange for the surrender of a massive nuclear stockpile that Ukraine inherited during 

the collapse of the Soviet Union. 

By invading Ukraine, Russia has shown no respect for this principle in a violation of 

international law. 

Donetsk, Luhansk, and Crimea 

The territories invaded in 2014 are legally Ukrainian, as stated in many General Assembly 

resolutions. However, it is important to note the super-majoritarian levels of pro-Russian 

sentiment in these regions, undisputed by Ukraine and the West – while the legitimacy of 

the referendums held in each region was disputed, support for integration with Russia 

remains high. 

Pro-Russian activists argue that, in line with the UN charter, the people of Donetsk, 

Luhansk and Crimea have the same right to self-determination as Ukrainians, and 

therefore should be able to decide whether they would like to reintegrate within Russia. 

However, this matter cannot be truly settled in the eyes of the UN until a free, fair and 

observed referendum is held. 

NATO expansion 

In the eyes of Russia, its European sphere of influence, stretching across Eastern Europe 

and the Balkans has been diminished to the point where NATO, an alliance originally 

conceived to combat Soviet influence, is a mere few hundred miles from their largest 

cities. The view of Russian geopolitical strategists is that medium-range missile technology 

stationed across Poland, as well as large reserves of Nuclear ICBMs across the continent 

poses a fatal threat to Russian security. Thus, in the eyes of many Russians, NATO is in 

fact the aggressor – Russia is simply securing its influence due to being militarily 

threatened by the West. 

While much of Russia’s rhetoric and argument goes against fundamental principles of self-

determination, mutual disarmament may be a bargaining point to extract concessions from 

Russia if a tactic of appeasement is preferred 

 

Timeline: 

October 2004: Pro-Russian candidate Viktor Yanukovych is declared President of Ukraine 

but allegations of vote-rigging trigger what becomes known as the Orange Revolution, 
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forcing a re-vote. Pro-Western former prime minister, Viktor Yushchenko, is elected 

president. 

January 2005: Yushchenko takes power as the third President of Ukraine. He appoints 

former energy company boss Yulia Tymoshenko as prime minister, but she is sacked due to 

infighting. 

April 2008: NATO promised Ukraine and Georgia they will one day join the alliance. 

February 2010: Yanukovych defeats Tymoshenko in a presidential election. Ukraine and 

Russia agree on a deal about gas pricing in exchange for extending the lease for the 

Russian Navy in a Ukrainian Black Sea port.  

November 2013: The "Euromaidan" protests erupt in the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv after 

Yanukovych shelves a free-trade deal with the EU in favour of closer ties to Russia. 

February 2014: Protests continue to spread across Ukraine, with police firing live 

ammunition at demonstrators. The Ukrainian parliament votes to impeach Yanukovych and 

the interim government draws up an arrest warrant for the ousted president. However, 

Yanukovych flees to Russia, decrying his removal as a "coup." 

February-March 2014: Russian troops take over Ukraine's Crimean Peninsula and seize the 

regional parliament and government buildings. 

March 2014: The regional parliament holds a referendum on the status of Crimea just two 

weeks after the Russian military occupation begins. Over 95 per cent vote in favour of 

joining the Russian Federation. Russia then signs a treaty with Crimean leaders to formally 

annex the peninsula. In response, the leaders of the G8 remove Russia from the bloc, 

which is now known as the G7. The annexation is also declared illegal in a non-binding 

resolution adopted by the UN General Assembly.  

April 2014: Pro-Russia separatist militants take control of the Donbas region of eastern 

Ukraine. These militants are believed to be supported by the Russian government, 

although Moscow has denied being directly involved in the conflict.  

March-December 2014: Throughout the year, then-Canadian prime minister Stephen 

Harper announces numerous sanctions affecting Russian and Ukrainian companies and 

individuals involved in the annexation of Crimea and the armed separatist movement in 

Donbas. 

July 2019: Actor and comedian Volodymyr Zelenskyy is elected President of Ukraine, 

campaigning on an anti-corruption manifesto. 

November 2021: Satellite imagery shows a build-up of Russian troops on the border with 

Ukraine, stoking fears of a potential invasion. Zelenskyy also says that Russia had 

mobilized 100,000 soldiers in the border area, along with tanks and other heavy 

equipment. 

Dec. 7, 2021: U.S. President Joe Biden speaks with his Russian counterpart over a video 

call. Putin called for NATO to guarantee an end to eastward expansion while Biden 

threatened to impose harsh economic sanctions if Russia invades Ukraine. 

Jan. 2, 2022. In a call with Zelenskyy, Biden promises that the U.S. and allies with act 

"decisively" if Russia further invades Ukraine. 
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Jan. 22, 2022: Canada offers a $120-million loan to Ukraine aimed at bolstering the 

country's economy. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau says the federal government is also 

looking into expanding its UNIFER mission, providing “defensive weapon and equipment" 

and imposing more sanctions on Russia. 

Feb. 8, 2022: Ottawa urges all Canadians to leave Ukraine immediately and issues a 

warning against any travel to the country. The U.S., U.K., Germany and other NATO allies 

also issue similar warnings for their own citizens.  

Feb. 12, 2022: Canada temporarily relocates diplomatic staff to the western Ukrainian 

city of Lviv. Biden warns Putin in a phone call that invading Ukraine would cause 

"widespread human suffering."   

Feb. 21 2022: In a speech, Putin decried the events in Ukraine, and blames the West and 

Ukraine for tensions. He then signed a decree recognizing two breakaway regions in 

eastern Ukraine as independent entities, known as the so-called “Donetsk People’s 

Republic” (DNR) and the “Luhansk People’s Republic” (LNR). Shortly afterwards, U.S. 

President Biden responded by announcing he will sign an executive order that will impose 

sanctions prohibiting new investment, trade and financing by U.S. persons to, from, or in 

the so-called DNR and LNR regions. 

Feb. 22, 2022: The U.S., Canada and other allies impose sanctions on Russian oligarchs 

and banks as an invasion appears close to imminent. Trudeau also announces that 460 

Canadian Armed Forces will be deployed to Latvia as a party of Operation REASSURANCE to 

"reinforce" Canada's commitment to NATO 

Feb. 23, 2022: Ukraine's parliament votes to declare a state of emergency. Cyberattacks 

also take down websites belonging to the Ukrainian government and affiliated 

organizations. 

Feb. 24, 2022: Putin announces early in the morning that Russia will conduct a "special 

military operation" in Ukraine. A short time after Putin's announcement, explosions were 

heard in Kyiv and other Ukrainian cities as Russian forces commenced their full-scale 

invasion. 

 

Responses: 

In addition to sweeping sanctions again Russian leaders, oligarchs and banks (including 

exclusion from SWIFT) by the US, EU, Canada, UK, Australia and Japan, the following 

countries have taken additional measures. Some of these are listed below: 

•  Australia – Prime Minister Scott Morrison said that it would "begin imposing 

further sanctions on oligarchs, whose economic weight is of strategic significance 

to Moscow and over 300 members of the Russian Duma, their parliament."  

•  Japan – Japan has prohibited the issuance of Russian sovereign debt (bonds) in 

its markets.  

•         European Union – Following Germany’s cancellation of Nord Stream 2, the EU 

banned its companies from doing business with critical players in the Russian 

economy 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scott_Morrison
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
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•  United Kingdom – The UK has restricted wealthy Russians’ access to UK banks, 

freezing the assets of all Russian financial institutions and prohibited the export of 

critical technical equipment 

•  United States – The US Government has frozen Russian state assets, heavily 

sanctioned Russian banks, oil and gas companies, and restricted the export of high-

end US technologies 

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. How can the conflict be quickly and peacefully terminated? 

2. Should the UN recommend Russia’s demands are met to an extent? Would 

appeasement be a capitulation to all the principles the UN holds dear, or a crucial 

measure needed to halt a humanitarian crisis? 

3. Should countries be required to take refugees fleeing from Ukraine? Why? 

4. What should the UN’s position be regarding the military build-up by Western 

powers in Eastern Europe? 

5. How should the statuses of Donetsk, Luhansk and Crimea be resolved? 

6. How can the UN prevent further, potentially nuclear escalation, resulting in World 

War Three?  

 

Useful Links: 

BBC – Why is Russia invading Ukraine?  

YouTube – How Russia’s Ukraine invasion might come to an end 

Politico – The Risk of World War Three 

RT – Russian attack: how we got there (NB. Please note that RT has been branded as a 

‘propaganda arm of the Russian state’ by Reuters and other reliable news agencies) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written/Sourced by Kazim Yurtseven, President of the General Assembly, for use 

at the thirteenth annual Haberdashers’ Boys’ School Model United Nations 

Conference, 11th-13th March 2022. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-56720589
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOgwao6-8vw
https://www.politico.eu/article/fight-ukraine-russia-world-war-risk-real/
https://www.rt.com/russia/550493-ukraine-donbass-military-operation-prehistory/

