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Special Commission Procedure 

Although the general model of debate is similar to other committees, there are significant 

differences as detailed below. 

In the Special Commission, debate is intended to be of high standard, and delegates are 

expected to be constructive in debate. 

Presiding officers 

The Special Commission is not presided over by chairs, but by Commissioners. 

Lobbying procedure 

Resolutions are not lobbied or debated. Instead, debate is conducted clause-by-clause, so 

delegates are advised to bring numerous draft clauses on (each of) the topic(s) to be discussed (as 

opposed to resolutions) to lobby during periods of caucus. 

During caucus, delegates should attempt to garner support for their draft clauses, which they may 

submit to the Commissioners upon receiving enough support (signatures) from other delegates. 

Draft clauses may also be merged during this time. There is no limit to the number of clauses 

delegates may submit. 

Debate procedure 

Each clause is debated individually, meaning each clause has its own debate and its own voting 

procedure. Debate is strictly open at all times, so delegates may make speeches in favour or 

against the clause at their own discretion (although the Commissioners reserve the right to set 

time for and time against if the interests of debate are compromised). Amendments can be made 

to clauses, and these can be submitted and debated at any time during debate of the clause (or, 

if applicable, in time against the clause). 

Yield chains are limited to one yield (A → B → Commissioners). 

Delegates may submit additional clauses (with sufficient support) during debate if they so wish. 

They may also request brief caucus periods during debate, at the discretion of the 

Commissioners. 

Voting procedure 

All clauses and amendments require a simple majority (50% of votes in favour) to pass; when 

voting on amendments, abstentions are not in order. 

After debate for all clauses has elapsed, all passed clauses are amalgamated into a single 

resolution. This resolution as a whole will then be voted on, with the same criteria as above; if 

there is time, there may be debate on the resolution as a whole prior to voting procedure. 


